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Wisconsin’s Model Academic Standards 
Our state has established rigorous goals for teaching and learning in 18 
subject areas. As defined in the introduction to each document:   

Academic standards specify what students should know and be 
able to do, what they might be asked to do to give evidence of 
standards, and how well they must perform. They include content, 
performance, and proficiency standards. 

• Content standards refer to what students should know 
and be able to do. 

• Performance standards tell how students will show that 
they are meeting a standard. 

• Proficiency standards indicate how well students must perform. 

Paraphrased Standards 
In this document, you will find that the performance standards have been 
reworded to fit the tables. We hope these shortened statements will give 
some meaning to the numbers and letters of the standards as you refer 
to the tables. While every attempt has been made to preserve the intent 
of the standards, you should always consult the original wording for 
clarification, reference, and further correlations. 

About These Templates 
These Microsoft Word templates were originally used to correlate Project 
Learning Tree activities with Wisconsin’s Model Academic Standards. You 
will find these PLT correlations at www.dnr.state.wi.us. Search for Project 
Learning Tree or follow the links to educator resources. Many educators 
requested access to the blank templates to streamline correlating their 
own programs with the standards. These templates have been developed 
in Word 2000 and tested in Word 97. We designed these tables to be 
used as you see them and cannot make any guarantees about your 
success at modifying the layout, fonts, or other format attributes. We 
have tried to make them user-friendly by setting styles for entry and 
embedding the fonts. We suggest you establish shortcuts for the entry 
of symbols into the tables to save time and frustration. Both  and  
are from “Wingdings2.” 

Project Sponsors 
The Wisconsin Environmental Education Board provided funding for the 
development of these templates (grant number 2000-0019). Production 
would not have been possible without the assistance of the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources and Wisconsin’s PLT Advisory 
Committee. These templates were designed by Beth Mittermaier. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Science 

A. Science Connections 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will understand that among 
the science disciplines, there are unifying themes; 
systems, order, organization, and interactions; 
evidence, models, and explanations; constancy, 
change, and measurement; evolution, equilibrium, 
and energy; and form and function.  
    

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the 
achievement of the standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Science 

B. Nature of Science 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will understand that science 
is ongoing and inventive, and that scientific 
understandings have changed over time as new 
evidence is found. 
 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the 
achievement of the standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Science 

C. Science Inquiry 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will investigate questions 
using scientific methods and tools, revise their 
personal understanding to accommodate 
knowledge, and communicate these understandings 
to others. 
 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the 
achievement of the standard. 

 

Name of your program Grade C.
4.

1 
Us

e 
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

 o
f t

he
 u

ni
fy

in
g 

th
em

es
 t

o 
as

k 
qu

es
tio

ns
 

C.
4.

2 
Qu

es
ti

on
, i

ne
st

ig
at

e,
 o

bs
er

ve
, a

nd
 p

re
di

ct
 

C.
4.

3 
S

el
ec

t 
an

d 
us

e 
m

ul
ti

pl
e 

so
ur

ce
s 

of
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 

C.
4.

4 
Us

e 
si

m
pl

e 
sc

ie
nc

e 
eq

ui
pm

en
t 

sa
fe

ly
 a

nd
 e

ff
ec

ti
ve

ly
 

C.
4.

5 
Us

e 
da

ta
 t

he
y 

ha
ve

 c
ol

le
ct

ed
 t

o 
de

ve
lo

p 
ex

pl
an

at
io

ns
 

C.
4.

6
 C

om
m

un
ic

at
e 

th
e 

re
su

lt
s 

of
 t

he
ir 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 

C.
4.

7 
S

up
po

rt
 t

he
ir 

co
nc

lu
si

on
s 

wi
th

 lo
gi

ca
l a

rg
um

en
ts

 

C.
4.

8 
A

sk
 a

dd
it

io
na

l q
ue

st
io

ns
 t

o 
fo

cu
s 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 

C.
8

.1 
Id

en
ti

fy
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 t
he

y 
ca

n 
in

ve
st

ig
at

e 

C.
8

.2
 I

de
nt

ify
 d

at
a 

an
d 

lo
ca

te
 s

ou
rc

es
 o

f 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 

C.
8

.3
 D

es
ig

n 
an

d 
sa

fe
ly

 c
on

du
ct

 in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 

C.
8

.4
 U

se
 in

fe
re

nc
es

 a
nd

 o
bs

er
va

ti
on

s 
to

 in
te

rp
re

t 
re

su
lt

s 

C.
8

.5
 U

se
 g

oo
d 

sc
ie

nc
e 

to
 e

xp
la

in
 t

he
ir 

re
su

lt
s 

C.
8

.6
 S

ta
te

 w
ha

t 
th

ey
 h

av
e 

le
ar

ne
d 

fr
om

 in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 

C.
8

.7
 E

xp
la

in
 t

he
ir 

da
ta

 a
nd

 c
on

cl
us

io
ns

 t
o 

an
 a

ud
ie

nc
e 

C.
8.

8 
Us

e 
te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
 t

o 
or

ga
ni

ze
, p

ro
ce

ss
 &

 p
re

se
nt

 d
at

a 

C.
8

.9
 E

va
lu

at
e,

 e
xp

la
in

, a
nd

 d
ef

en
d 

th
ei

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
ns

 

C.
8.

10
 D

is
cu

ss
 t

he
 im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
ns

 

C.
8.

11 
Ra

is
e 

fu
rt

he
r 

qu
es

tio
ns

 w
hi

ch
 s

til
l n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
an

sw
er

ed
 

list of activities                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     



 5 

Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Science 

D. Physical Science 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will demonstrate an 
understanding of the physical and chemical 
properties of matter, the forms and properties of 
energy, and the ways in which matter and energy 
interact. 
 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the 
achievement of the standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Science 

E. Earth and Space Science 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will demonstrate an 
understanding of the structure and systems of the 
earth and other bodies in the universe and their 
interactions. 
 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the 
achievement of the standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Science 

F. Life and Environmental Science 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will demonstrate an understanding of 
the characteristics and structures of living things, the 
processes of life, and how living things interact with one 
another and their environment.  
 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the 
achievement of the standard. 
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Science 

G. Science Applications 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will demonstrate an understanding of 
the relationship between science and technology and the 
ways in which that relationship influences human activities. 
 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the 
achievement of the standard. 

 

Name of your program Grade G
.4

.1 
Id

en
ti

fy
 t

he
 t

ec
hn

ol
og

y 
us

ed
 b

y 
a 

W
is

co
ns

in
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

 

G
.4

.2
 D

is
co

ve
r 

ch
an

ge
s 

in
 t

ec
hn

ol
og

y 
in

 a
 c

ar
ee

r 
ov

er
 t

im
e 

G
.4

.3
 D

et
er

m
in

e 
wh

at
 d

is
co

ve
rie

s 
ha

ve
 le

d 
to

 t
ec

hn
ol

og
ie

s 

G
.4

.4
 Id

en
ti

fy
 t

he
 s

im
pl

e 
m

ac
hi

ne
s 

in
 a

 d
ev

ic
e 

G
.4

.5
 A

sk
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 a
bo

ut
 in

ve
nt

io
ns

 a
nd

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

   G
.8

.1 
IId

en
tif

y 
& 

inv
es

tig
at

e 
th

e 
sk

ills
 p

eo
ple

 n
ee

d 
fo

r a
 c

ar
ee

r 

G
.8

.2
 E

xp
la

in
 h

ow
 c

ur
re

nt
 d

is
co

ve
rie

s 
in

flu
en

ce
 w

or
k 

G
.8

.3
 Ill

us
tr

at
e 

th
e 

im
pa

ct
 s

ci
en

ce
 &

 t
ec

hn
ol

og
y 

ha
ve

 h
ad

 

G
.8

.4
 P

ro
po

se
 a

 d
es

ign
 o

f a
n 

ap
pli

ed
 s

cie
nc

e 
m

od
el 

or
 m

ac
hin

e 

G
.8

.5
 In

ve
st

ig
at

e 
a 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

lo
ca

l p
ro

bl
em

 

G
.8

.6
 U

se
 re

lev
an

t 
so

ur
ce

s 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

ex
am

ple
s 

of
 n

ew
 t

ec
hn

olo
gy

 

G
.8

.7
 S

ho
w 

ho
w 

sc
ie

nc
e 

an
d 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
 a

re
 in

te
rd

ep
en

de
nt
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Performance Standards 
Grade 4 Grade 8 Science 

H. Science in Social and  
 Personal Perspectives 
Content Standard 
Students in Wisconsin will use scientific information and 
skills to make decisions about themselves, Wisconsin, and 
the world in which they live. 
 

 Activity directly addresses the achievement of 
the standard. 

  Activity reinforces or supports the 
achievement of the standard. 

 

Name of your program Grade H
.4

.1 
De

sc
rib

e 
ho

w 
sc

ie
nc

e 
an

d 
te

ch
no

lo
gy

 a
ff

ec
t 

pr
og

re
ss

 

H
.4

.2
 Id

en
ti

fy
 is

su
es

 h
el

pe
d 

by
 s

ci
en

ce
 a

nd
 t

ec
hn

ol
og

y 

H
.4

.3
 S

ho
w 

ho
w 

sc
ie

nc
e 

he
lp

s 
m

ee
t 

pe
rs

on
al

 n
ee

ds
 

H
.4

.4
 L

is
t 

is
su

es
 t

ha
t 

ci
ti

ze
ns

 m
us

t 
m

ak
e 

de
ci

si
on

s 
ab

ou
t 

    H
.8

.1 
Ev

al
ua

te
 t

he
 s

ci
en

ti
fic

 e
vid

en
ce

 u
se

d 
in

 m
ed

ia
 

H
.8

.2
 P

re
se

nt
 a

 s
ci

en
ti

fic
 s

ol
ut

io
n 

to
 a

 p
ro

bl
em

 

H.
8.

3 
Un

de
rs

ta
nd

 c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s 
of

 h
ea

lth
 &

 s
af

et
y 

de
cis

io
ns
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